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These marking guidelines were used as the basis for the official IEB marking 
session. They were prepared for use by examiners and sub-examiners, all of 
whom were required to attend a rigorous standardisation meeting to ensure that 
the guidelines were consistently and fairly interpreted and applied in the marking 
of candidates' scripts.  
 
At standardisation meetings, decisions are taken regarding the allocation of 
marks in the interests of fairness to all candidates in the context of an entirely 
summative assessment.  
 
The IEB will not enter into any discussions or correspondence about any marking 
guidelines. It is acknowledged that there may be different views about some 
matters of emphasis or detail in the guidelines, and different interpretations of 
the application thereof. Hence, the specific mark allocations have been omitted. 
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The following is a guide for marking the extended writing 
 

Criteria Maximum marks Learner's mark 
Introduction: introduce topic, set out 
main ideas in a logical sequence 

5  

Originality: the presentation is original, 
ideas and opinions expressed are one's 
own 

15  

Language usage: spelling, grammar, 
tenses, etc. 

5  

Conclusion: summing up of the main 
ideas 

5  

Total 30  
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Tulsidas was a leading poet. He was born approximately 450 years 
ago. His mother died at childbirth. The father regarded him as a bad 
omen and abandoned him. Without the love of parents, he had to 
bear the brunt of going door to door. Tulsidas used to chant the 
name of Ram from his childhood. Therefore people kept his name 
Rambhola. 

 

  
 

In a jungle there was a madoni tree. One day an ant came to the 
tree. He very sweetly said "Tree, I wish to build my house at your 
root. This place is very beautiful and good. I will be protected from 
wind – water and storms. Therefore I seek your permission." The 
tree looked with great hatred at the small ant. He said "You are a 
small creature. What is your purpose in this world, it would better if 
you died." The hurtful words of the proud tree pierced the heart of 
the ant. He decided to take revenge against the tree. 
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Total: 100 marks 


